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NOTICE 

 
CEA Standards, Bulletins and other technical publications are designed to serve the public 
interest through eliminating misunderstandings between manufacturers and purchasers, 
facilitating interchangeability and improvement of products, and assisting the purchaser in 
selecting and obtaining with minimum delay the proper product for his particular need.  
Existence of such Standards, Bulletins and other technical publications shall not in any respect 
preclude any member or nonmember of CEA from manufacturing or selling products not 
conforming to such Standards, Bulletins or other technical publications, nor shall the existence 
of such Standards, Bulletins and other technical publications preclude their voluntary use by 
those other than CEA members, whether the Bulletin is to be used either domestically or 
internationally. 
 
Standards, Bulletins and other technical publications are adopted by CEA in accordance with the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) patent policy.  By such action, CEA does not 
assume any liability to any patent owner, nor does it assume any obligation whatever to parties 
adopting the Standard, Bulletin or other technical publication. 
 

Note:  The user's attention is called to the possibility that compliance with this Bulletin may 
require use of an invention covered by patent rights. 
 
By publication of this Bulletin, no position is taken with respect to the validity of this claim or of 
any patent rights in connection therewith.  The patent holder has, however, filed a statement of 
willingness to grant a license under these rights on reasonable and nondiscriminatory terms 
and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license.  Details may be obtained from 
the publisher. 
 

This CEA Bulletin is considered to have International Standardization implication, but the 
International Electrotechnical Commission activity has not progressed to the point where a valid 
comparison between the CEA Bulletin and the IEC document can be made. 
 
This Bulletin does not purport to address all safety problems associated with its use or all 
applicable regulatory requirements.  It is the responsibility of the user of this Bulletin to establish 
appropriate safety and health practices and to determine the applicability of regulatory 
limitations before its use. 
 
(Formulated under the cognizance of the CEA R4.3 Television Data Systems Subcommittee.) 
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FOREWORD 
 

This bulletin was developed under the auspices of the Consumer Electronics Association (CEA) R4.3 
Television Data Systems Subcommittee. 
 
CEA-CEB12-A supersedes EIA/CEA-CEB12. 
 

NOTE—In 2003, CEA redesignated EIA/CEA standards and bulletins, and those EIA standards 
under CEA auspices, as CEA standards or bulletins, respectively. Please see 
http://global.ihs.com for the most recent designation. 
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PSIP Recommended Practice  
 

1 Scope 
This bulletin, CEA-CEB12-A, provides guidance for the development and implementation of Advanced 
Television Systems Committee (ATSC) Program and System Information Protocol (PSIP)-compliant 
receivers, cable-ready DTV receivers, personal recorders and other consumer electronics devices. It 
includes recommendations and suggestions for device functionality. CEA-CEB12-A should in no way 
prohibit consumer device manufacturers from including additional features, and CEA-CEB12-A should not 
be interpreted as recommending an upper limit to device performance.  
 
Numerous possible PSIP implementation scenarios could be considered. However, CEA-CEB12-A does 
not include an exhaustive classification of the possibilities; rather, some simpler scenarios are addressed. 
 
CEA-CEB12-A assumes that the user sets up the receiver without professional assistance, and that setup 
is menu-driven, simple, and mostly automatic. It is possible, however, that receivers may be 
professionally installed and set up by trained technicians. 
 
CEA-CEB12-A does not currently address receivers that have built-in satellite receiving capability, nor 
receivers that can access EPG databases using phone lines. Nor does it address cable set-top boxes, 
satellite boxes, VCRs, DVD players, or other auxiliary devices or connections. 
 
CEA-CEB12-A uses the terminology defined in ATSC A/65B, and should be read in conjunction with 
ATSC A/65B. 
 

NOTE—Designers should be aware that there are FCC regulations that may apply to functions 
described in this CEA-CEB12-A; and while every reasonable attempt was made to have this 
CEA-CEB12-A conform to those regulations in place as of the date of publication, implementers 
are cautioned to read and understand all applicable regulations. 

2 References 
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2.1.1 Informative Reference List 
ATSC A/53B with Amendments 1 and 2, Digital Television Standard, August 7, 2001(Amendments May, 
2003) 
 
ATSC A/65B, Program and System Information for Terrestrial Broadcast and Cable, March 18, 2003 
 
CEA-608-B, Line 21 Data Services, October, 2000 
 
CEA-708-B, Digital Television (DTV) Closed Captioning, December, 1999 
 
CEA-766-A, U.S. and Canadian Rating Region Tables (RRT) and Content Advisory Descriptors for 
Transport of Content Advisory Information Using ATSC A/65-A Program and System Information Protocol 
(PSIP), April, 2001 
 
CEA-CEB10-A, CEA-708-B Implementation Guidance, September, 2002 
 
ATSC A/69, Recommended Practice: Program and System Information Protocol Implementation 
Guidelines for Broadcasters, 25 June 2002 
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