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CEA Research Finds 72% of U.S. Adults Have Broadband Access 

 Demand For Content-rich Entertainment Applications 

Key Driver For Future Broadband Adoption

Arlington, Va., July 23, 2007 – Seventy-two percent of U.S. adults have access to a broadband connection and more than half of American households now subscribe to broadband, according to new research released today by the Consumer Electronics Association (CEA®).  Broadband in America: Access, Use and Outlook reveals 57.8 million U.S. households subscribe to broadband at home, an increase of 21 percent in the last 12 months.  

“With 20 percent of non-broadband subscribers expecting to adopt this service in the next two years, future growth looks strong,” said CEA President and CEO, Gary Shapiro.  “Yet, competition among broadband service providers must stay robust for this expected growth to prevail. Consumers must have access to media-rich entertainment content they can use anytime, anywhere at a reasonable price.”

For online households, it is clear that broadband is the primary connection.  75 percent of households with Internet access subscribe to broadband.  For these households, 65 percent decided to upgrade for a faster Internet connection.  For non-subscribers, 15 percent say price is the number one reason they don't have broadband in the home.  With more facilities-based competition, price will surely go down and provide incentives for providers to upgrade their service offering.

“Most importantly,” Shapiro continued, “increased broadband access brings with it the hope of widely disseminating knowledge and improving healthcare and distance learning services.  Broadband access spurs innovation and technology for all Americans.”

The research also revealed that while much of the broadband debate has focused on broadband in the home, this is only part of the broadband story.  Many Americans are also accessing broadband connections in numerous places outside the home.  Today, adults without broadband in their home access the Internet from work, public libraries, and schools as well as even through portable devices like wireless phones.  These results highlight how broadband Internet connections outside of the primary residence have become an ever important component of broadband access.

Broadband in America: Access, Use, and Outlook (July 2007) was conducted in May 2007.  It was designed and formulated by CEA Market Research, the most comprehensive source of sales data, forecasts, consumer research and historical trends for the consumer electronics industry.  Please cite any information to the Consumer Electronics Association (CEA).  

About CEA:

The Consumer Electronics Association (CEA) is the preeminent trade association promoting growth in the $148 billion U.S. consumer technology industry through technology policy, events, research, promotion and the fostering of business and strategic relationships.  CEA represents more than 2,100 corporate members involved in the design, development, manufacturing, distribution and integration of audio, video, mobile electronics, wireless and landline communications, information technology, digital imaging, home networking, multimedia and accessory products, as well as related services that are sold through consumer channels. CEA's resources are available online at www.CE.org, the definitive source for information about the consumer electronics industry.

CEA also sponsors and manages the International CES – Defining Tomorrow’s Technology.  All profits from CES are reinvested into industry services, including technical training and education, industry promotion, engineering standards development, market research and legislative advocacy.

UPCOMING EVENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

· CEA Industry Forum
October 15-17, 2007, San Diego, CA
· EHX Fall 2007
November 6-9, 2007, Long Beach, CA

· Future of Television Forum
November 8-9, 2007, New York, NY

· CES New York Press Preview Featuring CES Unveiled
November 13, 2007, New York, NY

· CONNECTIONS™ Europe: Strategies for Digital Living Markets
December 4-6, 2007, Berlin, Germany
· 2008 International CES
January 7-10, 2008, Las Vegas, NV

· 2008 PARA Conference
March 11-13, 2008, Orlando, FL
· EHX Spring 2008
March 11-15, 2008
· Digital Patriots Dinner
April 2, 2008, Washington, DC
· CEA Washington Forum
April 2-4, 2008,  Washington, DC
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